A COLLECTION OF WILDFLOWERS SHRUBS AND TREES OF THE EAST-CENTRAL SIERRA NEVADA MOUNTAINS 
                              By Al Grigarick

The pictures of plants presented here are the result of my effort to recognize the wildflowers encountered on my many hikes.  These occurred within an approximate  30 miles north and 20 miles south of Truckee, California and from the Crest of the Sierra Nevada Range to about 5 miles east of Truckee.  This is not an attempt to duplicate a number of excellent regional books of wildflowers of this area but was done as a learning process initiated by the acquisition of a digital camera. 

My identifications were primarily made from photographs and drawings in references listed below and I have undoubtedly made some errors in naming the more than 350 species shown. Over 250 of these species have been reported in the Sagehen Creek Watershed.  The species are presented in four sections by color of the bloom within 59 families.  Conifer species are placed in a separate section.  Photographs of fruit or seeds are associated with the species rather than by color.  Some species are multicolored and color varies in some species so viewing more than one section may be necessary for recognition.  Identifications would probably be easier and more accurate if stem and leaf structure were always pictured.  Flower visitors are sometimes included in the photographs by design and chance.
Species photographed and identified are given in a Plant List Folder (Photographed Magnoliophyta) under their respective families.  Scientific and some common names are listed with the section and the file color and number of each photograph.
Pictures (450) and text are easily viewed on Windows XP.   The first letter and following number in the text under the photograph give the flower color and sequence in the category.  Next is the approximate location the picture was taken.  The plant common name follows (which may vary with the book author), and last the scientific name.  I apologize for abbreviations and spacing in the text but this was necessary to accommodate the text space allotment of my CD Burner. 

If a word in the scientific or common name is repeated, it may be abbreviated.  Questionable identifications are placed in parenthesis.  Approximate locations where plants were photographed are as follows:

Alder Creek Walk

Alpine Meadows (Ski Resort)


Bocca Walks (Surrounding Bocca Reservoir)


Castle Peak Trail


Donner Rim Trail


Emigrant Trail, Donner Pass to Cold Stream  

Gray Eagle Creek Trail  (Graeagle)

Judah Peak Trail


Little Truckee River (Above Stampede Reservoir)

Mt. Lola Trail


Martis Valley

Pacific Crest Trail (South of Donner Pass 80 to 40)


Perazzo Meadows


Peter Grubb Hut Trail


Pole Creek Road


Prosser Walks (Surrounding Prosser Reservoir)

Sagehen Creek (UC Station to Stampede Reservoir)


Shirley Creek Trail


Sierra Buttes Area


Sierra Valley


Truckee (Primarily in the incorporated area and 
adjacent to various streets such as Glenshire and Prosser Dam Road)
Books, websites and sources used for identifications were as follows:

Blackwell, L.R. 1999. Wildflowers of the Sierra Nevada

and the Central Valley. 288pp.  Lone Pine Publish.

                           2002. Wildflowers of the Eastern Sierra


and adjoining Mojave Desert and Great Blasin. 255


pp. Lone Pine Publish. (Both publications have 

beautiful colored photographs of many species with 


brief taxonomic and ecological notes.)  
Cal Photos.  http://elib.cs.berkeley.edu/photos/flora/  

(Many photographs of California species with patches

to other sources for descriptions, distribution and synonomy.)
Fauver, T. and M. Steinbach.  2001. Wildflower Walking in


Lakes Basin of the Northern Sierra. 274pp. (Good


detailed coverage of plants and locations with excellent

line drawings.) 
Graf, Michael.  1999.  Plants of the Tahoe Basin. 308pp. (Good 
         colored photographs, ecological information, and 


 descriptions arranged by families.)

Horn, E.L. 1998.  Sierra Nevada Wildflowers.215pp.

Mountain Press Pub. Co. (Good colored      illustrations arranged by family.)

Niehaus, T.F. and C.L. Ripper. 1976.  A Peterson Field 

Guide to Pacific States Wildflowers. 432pp.  


Houghton Mifflin Co. NY. (Abundant illustrations

of floral and vegetative characteristics arranged by


flower color.)

Munz, P.A.  Edited by D. Lake and P.M. Faber.  2003.


Introduction to California Mountain Wildflowers

247 pp. University of California Press. (Good       photographs and line illustrations.)
Plants.  http//plants.USDA.gov  (Many photographs and


updated information on scientific and common names.)     

Stuart, J.D. and J.O. Sawer. 2001.  Trees and Shrubs of 


California. 467pp. University of California Press. 

(Keys, black & white drawings and limited color


photographs).  
Spellenberg, R. 1979. The Audubon Society Field Guide

to North American Wildflowers (Western Region) 


862 pp.  Aldfred A. Knopf, New York. (A very

broad geographical coverage.) 2nd Ed. 2001
Weeden, N.F.  1999 3rd Ed. A Sierra Nevada Flora. 

259pp.  Wilderness Press Berkeley. (Primarily


composed of keys and descriptions with limited

figures, and notes on edibility.)

Wiese, Karen 2000. Sierra Nevada Wildflowers. 187pp.


(Very good photographs of 230 common flowers


with descriptive and ecological information 

arranged by color.)

I want to thank Steve Matson and Susan Urie for 

suggestions on identifications.

Photographs were taken with an Olympus, Camedia C-720 or Konica Minolta, Dimage Z3.
My photographs may be duplicated with author credit.
