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Adventure, Risk & Challenge 2007

UC Berkeley, Sagehen Creek Research Facility & UC Santa Barbara, Sedgwick Reserve

A Summer Leadership & Literacy Program

A six-week summer school program designed for high level, motivated English Language Learner (ELL) students, focusing on an intensive literacy curriculum integrated with wilderness, place-based, experiential education. This program is a unique partnership between community non-profits, high schools, Forest Service, corporations, district administrators, research facilities, youth programs, teachers and students.

The Issue
· Approximately 25% of our student population in the Truckee-Tahoe School District is designated as ELL.  Many of these students are achieving below grade level and will not pass the upcoming High School Exit Exam.  60% of these students drop out of high school before they graduate. Across California and Nevada these numbers are even higher.

· In this area, motivated and high level ELL students currently have no summer school options to raise their literacy skill levels to test out of ELL designation and enter mainstream classes.

· Research has proven that intensive literacy instruction combined with meaningful outdoor leadership curriculum can raise student grade levels up to two grade levels in one six-week session.

· This population in particular is an important target group for spreading forest awareness, appreciation and conservation ethics. The majority of these students have never experienced wilderness/ forest service land before participating in this program.

Who are we?  Sagehen Creek Field Station, a University of California, Berkeley - Research & Education Facility just north of Truckee, has been involved in community outreach and service since 1951. The facility serves as a resource for local school kids, scientists, and brings cutting edge research and outreach programs to the region. The ARC (Adventure Risk & Challenge) Program is an exciting summer school opportunity for local English Language Learner (ELL) Students in its third year thanks to enormous community support. The ARC program integrates literacy instruction with adventure/ leadership curriculum. In 2007, we are expanding our program to another UC Natural Reserve System Field Station- Sedgwick in northern Santa Barbara.

Our goals: Our primary goal is to offer this successful program to 20 additional ELL students in  California for the summer of 2007, and to continue to support our graduates. Students participate in a six-week intensive program away from home receiving up to 10 high school credits for their accomplished work during the summer. With the help of local districts and community organizations, students participate free of charge. Local ninth and tenth graders, upper level ELL students, transitioning into mainstream high school classes will be encouraged to apply. We target this group, in particular, because we believe these students, with our help, will be able to make the most substantial changes in their reading, speaking and writing. We also believe that helping these students work towards meeting grade level, graduating and going to college, will provide positive role models for their peers, creating a wider impact than the summer participants. We also know from experience that when students are exposed to the outdoors and to meaningful curriculum/ projects, they return to their communities with an increased value, appreciation and knowledge for public lands and natural areas. 

Partners: The Sagehen program is a partnership between Sagehen Creek Field Station, TTUSD, North Tahoe High’s ESL program, Truckee High’s ESL program, the Tahoe National Forest Service, Summer Search, King’s Beach Boys & Girls Club, Sierra Watershed Education Partners (SWEP), and Teichert mines, California State Parks, Splatt Forest Fire Research Groups -among others.

Media Coverage: Check out our website! In 2005, the ARC Program was featured in a 28 minute radio documentary aired nationally. Our students’ essays and poems have also been published by many local papers in both Spanish and English and in the Transect, a National Reserve System publication through the University of California, Berkeley. 

The Curriculum: The curriculum for this Leadership and Literacy program is based on educational curriculum gathered from Outward Bound Schools, ELD teaching, California Public School Standards and Environmental/ Forest ethics. It is a fusion of intensive academic base camp curriculum with a series of backcountry expeditions focused on leadership and self-sufficiency skills. ARC represents our educational theme, stressing the adventure, risks and challenges faced in the outdoors, in personal growth, in academic learning, and in social interactions. Three separate courses will be intertwined throughout the summer program, all with a focus on literacy skill growth. 1) Language Arts curriculum 2) Science (Environmental- focusing on Forest Fire- and Wilderness Medicine 3) Leadership and Physical Fitness. Curriculum is aligned with California State Standards, placed-based service learning guidelines, and requirements for high school credits. 

Outcome and Evaluation: We administer pre & post tests based on the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE). In 2004 & 2005, our students improved as much as 18 percent in their achievement on this test, in 2006 as much as 22 percent. We offer tutoring for all ARC grads before taking the CAHSEE, and our current passing rate for ARC graduates is 93%, compared to much lower state, county and district statistics (33% -to-  51%.) We expect a high level of achievement and success with this program, including helping students become readers, find confidence, voice, and enjoyment in their writing, and to encourage them to bring new motivation to all of their academic learning. We also monitor student continued interest in service activities and outdoor experiences. 2006 grads are all placed in community service projects for the 06/07 school year.
