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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
Between
THE NATURE CONSERVANCY, SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY,
CALIFORNIA TAHOE CONSERVANCY, NATIONAL FOREST FOUNDATION,
CALIFORNIA FORESTRY ASSOCIATION,
USDA FOREST SERVICE PACIFIC SOUTHWEST RESEARCH STATION
And the
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, NATURAL RESERVE SYSTEM, including the
SAGEHEN CREEK FIELD STATION
And the
USDA FOREST SERVICE REGION 5, including the
TAHOE NATIONAL FOREST
ELDORADO NATIONAL FOREST
LAKE TAHOE BASIN MANAGEMENT UNIT
Regarding the
Tahoe-Central Sierra Initiative

This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU), regarding the Tahoe-Central Sierra
Initiative ("TCSI"), is hereby made and entered by and between The Nature Conservancy
("TNC"); the Sierra Nevada Conservancy ("SNC"); the California Tahoe Conservancy ("CTC");
the National Forest Foundation ("NFF"); California Forestry Association ("CFA"); the United
States Department of Agriculture Forest Service Pacific Southwest Research Station ("PSW");
the University of California Natural Reserve System ("UC"), including the Sagehen Creek Field
Station ("SCFS"); and the United States Department of Agriculture Region 5 Forest Service
("RSUSFS"), including the Tahoe National Forest ("TNF"), the Eldorado National Forest
("ENF"), and the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit ("LTBMU"); (hereinafter collectively
referred to as the "TCSI Pmtners").
Whereas, the TCSI Partners believe that cooperating under the auspices of a formal Memorandum
of Understanding will help clarify mutual commitments and empower each Partner individually,
makmg their mutual ettorts more ettect1ve through synergy. The TC.SI landscape 1s compnsed ot
the Lake Tahoe Basin and watersheds of the American, Bear, Carson, Truckee, and Yuba rivers.
Lands managed by the USFS or other TCSI Partners and lands included in multi-party
collaborative efforts will serve as the focus area for this effort.
Whereas, many watersheds of the Sierra Nevada, comprised of forests, meadows, lakes, and
streams, are currently overgrown and unhealthy due to fire suppression, drought, increased
temperatures, and other factors. These conditions are contributing to massive and intense
wildfires, widespread insect outbreaks, and other forms of ecosystem degradation. They are·
resulting in unacceptable impacts to the iconic forest landscapes and local communities of the
Lake Tahoe Basin and central Sierra Nevada, and pose risks both to nature (wildlife habitat) and
people (health and safety, water, carbon, recreation). The scope of the problem requires a
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landscape-scale solution. The science is clear that without a significant effort to restore the health
and resilience of these watersheds, they will remain at severe risk. Taking the necessary actions
now gives us the best opportunity to reduce the likelihood of such events and protect the many
benefits that we receive from healthy watersheds.
Whereas, landscape-scale restoration in the Tahoe-Central Sierra region can and should be
accelerated in an ecologically sustainable, resilient manner that is economically and socially
viable. This includes implementation of projects that have been identified and planned,
assessment, identification of priority treatment areas, and ongoing aggressive implementation of
restoration at an accelerated rate over the next ten years and beyond.
Whereas, the Tahoe-Central Sierra is an excellent place to develop a solution, for several
reasons. First, the landscape has significant biodiversity. Second, it is an iconic landscape that
many Californians know and love. Third, to date it has largely escaped the insect and disease
epidemic that has ravaged forests in the southern and central Sierra, and provides an opportunity
to get ahead of that problem through proactive, ecologically based management. Fourth, there are
a number of established large-landscape collaborative efforts already in place in this area with
the goal of restoring forest and watershed health. Finally, there are a number of innovative and
large-scale pilot projects within the landscape that have the potential to be game changers with
respect to increasing the pace and scale of forest and watershed restoration.
Whereas, healthy, functioning watersheds of the Tahoe-Central Sierra are crucial life support
systems for local communities, downstream communities, agricultural interests, and the
environment. They provide flows critical to the health of creeks and streams, and to the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, California's water hub, as well as to Reno and northern Nevada.
The forests here contain large amounts of carbon, provide significant fish and wildlife habitat,
and are a recreational playground for visitors year-round. The landscape's proximity to urban
areas provides the opportunity to demonstrate clear links between upstream and downstream
watershed health, and also allows ease of access for key stakeholders and decision makers to see
the benefits and impacts of restoration firsthand. This regional geographic and social diversity
provides the opportunity to create a communication network of how to share successes, needs,
and lessons learned with the rest of the Sierra Nevada, the state of California, and beyond.
Whereas, building upon several large-scale regional efforts, the TCSI Partners are leading the
Tahoe-Central Sierra Initiative (TCSI) to accelerate implementation of W(lft>.r'\he<l-w·ale (tens of
thousands to hundreds of thousands of acres) forest health improvement projects, and the
development of wood products and biomass utilization infrastructure to support a forest
restoration economy, while providing the opportunity to explore innovative process, investment,
and governance tools.
Whereas, there is a land management network of many local, state, federal , tribal, and private
partners investing significant conservation, financial, and other resources into this landscape.
Many of these efforts provide opportunities to identify new ways of doing business, given that
our current processes are not resulting in an appropriate pace and scale of needed restoration.
Because of the existing suite of projects and distinctive characteristics of the landscape, unique
breakthroughs are possible here, including: establishing economic value for long-term carbon
and water benefits; private sector investment to support restoration activities and build
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infrastructure for biomass utilization and/or wood products; unique partnerships and roles,
including environmental review processes; larger-scale use of prescribed and managed fire for
ecological restoration; and establishing and implementing large-landscape cross-boundary
management strategies.
Whereas, local agencies, conservation organizations, the wood products industry, recreational
organizations, and other potential partners will be key to successful implementation. This
initiative is intended to work with various existing efforts; support additional activity; and
explore creative and innovative ways to increase the pace and scale of restoration, including the
integration of private sector industries associated with restoration activities. As such, the
structure will remain flexible and the effort is designed to be opportunistic in order to explore
new ways of doing business, and new partners may be added at any time.
This document aims to describe the intentions of the TCSI Partners as they work together
towards restoration actions that are appropriate to the Tahoe-Central Sierra region.
Now therefore, the TCSI Partners agree to work together towards restoration actions that are
appropriate to the Tahoe-Central Sierra _region.

I. PURPOSE
The purpose of this MOU is to document the cooperation between the TCSI Partners and
provide a framework to enable further cooperation and coordination on the Tahoe-Central
Sierra Initiative, with respect to lands delineated on the attached map. The TCSI Partners will
work together to improve the health and resiliency of the forest ecosystems and communities
in the Central Sierra and Lake Tahoe Basin by:
A. Supporting and implementing ecologically based forest restoration projects, based on the
best available science including GTR-220 and GTR-237, including, for example,
mechanical thinning, controlled burning, and managed wildfire, to reduce the risk of
high-severity wildfire and promote healthier, more resilient forest conditions;
B. Supporting, developing, and implementing science-based large-landscape restoration
projects with integrated design , implementation, and monitoring;
C. Integrating research and monitoring into activities to guide creation of fire- and climateresilient forests and fire-adapted communities across ownerships, and to inform future
landscape management and policies;
D. Supporting the development of biomass and wood utilization facilities to make economic
use of the solid wood and wood byproducts of ecologically based forest restoration;
E. Accelerating planning, permitting, and implementation of high-priority projects;
F. Increasing and leveraging federal, state, local, and private funding;
G. Obtaining private investment in headwaters restoration to yield an improvement in
ecological services; and
H. Developing a strong relationship between this landscape and nearby areas that benefit
from the ecological and economic benefits that originate in the TCSI landscape so that
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downstream decision-makers and stakeholders can see firsthand the benefit of restoration
activities in their upstream headwaters.
While this MOU does not provide the authority to obligate funds, the TCSI Partners may
develop specific agreements to address funding and resource sharing as appropriate and
feasible on a case-by-case basis.

II. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFIT AND INTERESTS:
The Tahoe National Forest (TNF), Eldorado National Forest (ENF), and Lake Tahoe Basin
Management Unit (LTBMU) manage National Forest System (NFS) lands in the TahoeCentral Sierra where the TCSI Partners are considering ecologically based, landscape-scale
restoration. The U.S. Forest Service is interested in working with stakeholders to increase the
pace and scale of restoration on NFS lands. Management of NFS lands would be consistent
with land and resource management plans and policy.
The Nature Conservancy (TNC) is a private, nonprofit organization incorporated in the
District of Columbia and is devoted to conserving the lands and waters on which all life
depends. TNC has significant scientific and management expertise through the dedicated
efforts of its diverse staff, including more than 600 scientists, located in all 50 U.S. states and
more than 35 countries. In particular, within its North America Region, TNC is deeply
involved in numerous collaborative forest restoration projects, fire learning projects, and
many other direct partnership efforts to expand conservation of National Forest System lands
and other lands and waters.
The Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) is a California state agency created by bi-partisan
legislation (AB 2600) and signed into law in 2004. Sierra Nevada Conservancy initiates,
encourages, and supports efforts that improve the environmental, economic, and social wellbeing of the Sierra Nevada Region, its communities, and the citizens of California. The TCSI
is a specific focus area under the Sierra Nevada Watershed Improvement Program (WIP).
The SNC, in partnership with United States Forest Service Region 5, initiated the WIP as a
coordinated, integrated, colJaborative program to restore the health of California's primary
watershed through increased investment and needed policy changes.
The California Tahoe Conservancy (CTC) is a state agency within the Natural Resources
Agency of the state of California. State law established the CTC in 1984 for the purpose of
protecting and restoring Lake Tahoe's natural environment; acquiring, restoring, and
managing lands; preserving the scenic beauty and recreational opportunities of the region;
and providing public access. The CTC is involved in numerous restoration efforts in the Lake
Tahoe Basin, including the Lake Tahoe Environmental Improvement Program which is a
collaborative long-term strategy that employs landscape-scale restoration efforts. The
restoration goals and Lake Tahoe Basin focal areas of TCSI are key elements for restoration
and the ongoing protection of the Lake Tahoe Basin.
The National Forest Foundation's (NFF) mission is engaging Americans in promoting the
health and public enjoyment of the National Forests. NFF launched the Tahoe Headwaters
Treasured Landscape in 2016 to support investments in the Tahoe National Forest and Lake
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Tahoe Basin Management Unit. This partnership works closely with local partners for
healthy forests, sustainable recreation, and water protection. NFF's particular interest in
TCSI is to help in coordinating the numerous collaborative efforts and projects occurring in
the area and share tools and strategies to achieve mutual goals.
The California Forestry Association (Calforests) is the statewide trade association that
consists of forest owners, forest products producers, and forestry professionals committed to
sustainable forestry and responsible stewardship of our renewable natural resources through
environmentally sound policies and conservation practices. The forest sector is a significant
contributor to our state's environmental and economic well-being. Calforests is very
interested in landscape-scale restoration to improve forest health.
The Pacific Southwest Research Station (PSW) is a research station within the USDA Forest
Service and is interested in working with land managers and stakeholders to provide science
to support management decisions for restoring forests to a resilient condition. PSW has
conducted and continues to conduct extensive research in the Tahoe-Central Sierra and is
eager to share and assist with the application of findings from that research.
The University of California, Natural Reserve System (UCNRS) is a network of protected
natural areas throughout California. Its 39 sites include more than 756,000 acres, making it
the largest university-administered reserve system in the world. Most major state ecosystems
are represented, from coastal tidepools to inland deserts, and lush wetlands to Sierra Nevada
forests. The UCNRS reserves also serve as a gateway to more than a million acres of public
lands. Founded in 1965, the mission of the Natural Reserve System is to contribute to the
understanding and wise stewardship of the Earth and its natural systems by supporting
university-level teaching, research, and public service at protected natural areas throughout
California.
UCNRS plays a significant role in major research projects that are of national and global
significance. By providing protected, landscape-scale locales, as well as support facilities
dedicated to research, these sites attract specialists in a wide diversity of fields ranging from
ecology, engineering, and marine biology to computer science, geology, and forestry.
The Sagehen Creek Field Station (SCFS) is a UCNRS field station that is managed by the
University of California, Berkeley (UCB), and located about eight miles due North of
Truckee, Cahiorma. Sagehen operales on USf-<S lands as a perm1Llee ex.eculeu rn 19.':> l
embedded within the USFS Sagehen Experimental Forest (SEF). The SEF is cooperatively
and collaboratively managed by UCB, USFS Pacific Southwest Research Station, and the
USFS Tahoe National Forest. Sagehen has a rich research history in many areas related to
ecosystem function and a key member of the Collaborative Sagehen Forest Project. SCFS's
particular interest in the TCSI is seeing how holistic management approaches can be
implemented at much larger scales and the effects these landscape-scale restoration projects
have on forest health and water quality.
It is the desire and intention of the TCSI Partners to communicate and cooperate fully with
each other in exploring, planning, and implementing opportunities to improve the resiliency
of the Tahoe-Central Sierra. To this end, they desire and intend to share their respective
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personnel and other resources as authorized, in matters relating to the management and
conservation of watershed resources in the Tahoe-Central Sierra landscape.
In consideration of the above premises, the TCSI Partners agree as follows:

III. AGREEMENT
A. GUIDING PRINCIPLES.
a. In concert with existing efforts, the TCSI Partners will establish a regional, sciencebased, restoration planning and implementation framework to improve forest health,
protect health and human safety, protect/increase carbon storage, conserve
biodiversity, address the major threats to the region's forests and watersheds
(including drought, climate change, uncharacteristic fire, and invasive pests), and
protect the drinking water supplies of millions of downstream users; and
b. The TCSI Partners agree to use the concepts and approaches of ecologically based,
landscape-scale restoration. Recent publications, including as described in An
ecosystem management strategy for Sierran mixed-conifer forests (GTRs 220 and
237) (North et al. 2009, 2012), and Restoring fire-prone Inland Pacific landscapes:
seven core principles (Hessburg et al. 2015) provide suitable approaches that can be
used in the context of the Tahoe-Central Sierra landscape.
B. STRATEGIES.
a. The TCSI Partners will establish long-term restoration strategies to ensure that the
pace and scale of restoration is significantly increased using a comprehensive,
science-based approach, including but not limited to:
1.

Identifying and supporting the restoration projects required to increase resilience
on the landscape;

11.

Identifying the costs associated with achieving a resilient landscape and seek and
leverage federal, state, local and private funds to conduct the necessary work;

111.

Utilizing ecologically based approaches for prioritizing watershed conservation
and restoration that will address the multiple benefits that healthy forests and
watersheds provide, including biodiversity, water, and carbon;

iv. Identifying and working to resolve policy impediments to increase resilience on
the landscape, including using new tools available to streamline and increase
efficiency;
v.

Developing a collaborative communications strategy that will share and amplify
messages about successes, needs, lessons learned, and opportunities to duplicate
innovative pilot approaches in other locations;

v1. Addressing and helping to coordinate implementation of several state and federal
planning priorities in the central Sierra, including the California governor's state
of emergency proclamation on tree mortality, the California Water Action Plan,
the forthcoming California Forest Carbon Plan, the Sierra Nevada Watershed
Improvement Program, the USFS's National Cohesive Strategy and Region 5
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Ecological Restoration Leadership Intent (March 2011 ), and the forthcoming
2018 Strategic Fire Plan for California;
v11. Engaging and proactively seeking support from additional partners to
collaboratively discuss, evaluate, and implement innovative landscape-scale
planning, project preparation and implementation, administration, science
integration, monitoring, and adaptive management strategies;
viii. Supporting regional biomass and wood products utilization, including the
preservation of existing and establishment of new solid wood and biomass
processing facilities, to improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
and offset forest restoration costs;

ix. Developing subsequent plans, including master and supplemental agreements,
contracts, and other instruments that support the increase in pace and scale of
landscape restoration;
x.

Collaborating on technical, scientific, and financial matters necessary to support
watershed management that meets the interests of all parties to this agreement.
This may include coordinating and sharing information regarding science,
economics, policy, and related issues.

C. PRINCIPAL CONTACTS. Individuals listed below are authorized to act in their
respective areas for matters relating to this agreement.

The Nature Conservancy
Program Contact
David Edelson
20 I Mission St. 4th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94105
415-215-7238
dedelson@tnc.org

The Nature Conservancy
Administrative Contact
Amy Parks
532 E. Main Street, Suite 200
Ventura, CA 93001
(805) 258-7205
aparks@tnc.org

Sierra Nevada Conservancy
Pro2ram Contact

Sierra Nevada Conservancy
Administrative Contact

Bob Kingman
11521 Blocker Drive, Suite 205
Auburn, CA 95603
(530) 823-4678
Bob.Kingman @sierranevada.ca.gov
Fax (530) 823-4665

Mandy Vance
P.O. Box 372
Mariposa, CA 95338
(209) 742-0482
Mandy.Vance @sierranevada.ca.gov
Fax (209) 742-7160
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California Tahoe Conservancy
Pro2ram Contact
Jason Vasques
1061 3rd St.
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150
(530) 543-6055
jason.vasques@tahoe.ca.gov
Fax (530) 542-5567

California Tahoe Conservancy
Administrative Contact
Kevin Prior
1061 3rd St.
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150
(530) 543-6016
kevin.prior@tahoe.ca.gov
Fax (530) 542-5591

National Forest Foundation
Pro2ram Contact
Kim Carr
3079 Harrison Ave, # 18
South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150
(530) 902-6416
kcarr@nationalforests.org

National Forest Foundation
Administrative Contact
Sheree Bombard
National Forest Foundation
Bldg 27, Ste 3, Fort Missoula Rd
Missoula, MT 59804
(406) 542.2805
sbombard@nationalforests.org

California Forestry Association
Pro2ram Contact
Steven Brink
1215 K St., #1830, Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 208-2425
steveb@calforests.org
Fax (916) 444-0170

California Forestry Association
Administrative Contact
Rich Gordon
1215 K St., #1830, Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 842-3447
richg@calforests.org

USDA Forest Service Pacific Southwest
Research Station Program Contact

USDA Forest Service Pacific Southwest
Research Station
Administrative Contact

Pat Manley
2480 Carson Road
Placerville, CA 95667
(530) 621-6882
pm an ley@fs.fed. us

.Jennifer Jones

800 Buchanan Street
Albany, CA 94710
(5 IO) 883-8843
jjones J2@fs.fed.us
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University of California, Natural
Reserve System Program Contact
Michael W. Kisgen
1111 Franklin St., 6th Floor
Oakland, CA 94607-5200
(510) 987-0161

Sagehen Creek Field Station
Program Contact
Jeff Brown
PO Box 939, Truckee, CA 96160
sagehen@berkeley.edu

Region 5 U.S. Forest Service
Program Contact
Liz Berger
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-200
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 498-5901
eaberger@fs. fed. us
Fax (916) 498-6675

Tahoe National Forest
Program Contact
David Fournier
611 f'nyott:": Street
Nevada City, CA 95959
(530) 478-6238
dfournier@fs.fed.us
Fax (530) 647-6109

University of California, Natural
Reserve System Administrative Contact
Michael W. Kisgen
1111 Franklin St., 6th Floor
Oakland, CA 94607-5200
(5 lO) 987-0161

Sagehen Creek Field Station
Administrative Contact
Jeff Brown
PO Box 939, .Truckee, CA 96160
(530) 587-4830
sagehen@berkeley.edu

Region S U.S. Forest Service
Administrative Contact
Constance Zipperer
1323 Club Drive
Vallejo, CA 94592
(707) 562-9120
czipperer@fs. fed. us
Fax (707) 562-9144

Tahoe National Forest
Administrative Contact
Constance Zipperer
1323 Cl11h Drive

Vallejo, CA 94592
(707) 562-9120
czipperer@fs.fed.us
Fax (707) 562-9144
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Eldorado National Forest
Program Contact
Michelle Havens
100 Forni Road
Placerville, CA 95667
(530) 621-5218
mhavens@fs .fed. us

Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit
Program Contact
Brian Garrett
35 College Drive
South Lake Tahoe, CA
(530) 543-2617
bdgarrett@fs.fed.us
Fax (530) 543-2845

Eldorado National Forest
Administrative Contact
Constance Zipperer
1323 Club Drive
Vallejo, CA 94592
(707) 562-9120
czipperer@fs.fed.us
Fax (707) 562-9144

Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit
Administrative Contact
Constance Zipperer
1323 Club Drive
Vallejo, CA 94592
(707) 562-9120
czipperer@fs.fed.us
Fax (707) 562-9144

D. NOTICES. Any communications affecting the operations covered by this agreement
given by the TCSI Partners is sufficient only if in writing and delivered in person, mailed,
or transmitted electronically by e-mail to the Program Contacts designated herein.
Notices are effective when delivered in accordance with this provision, or on the effective
date of the notice, whichever is later.
E. ASSURANCE REGARDING FELONY CONVICTION OR TAX DELINQUENT
STATUS FOR CORPORATE ENTITIES. This agreement is subject to the provisions
contained in the Depaitment of Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2012, P.L. No. 112-74, Division E, Section 433 and 434 regarding
corporate felony convictions and corporate federal tax delinquencies. Accordingly, by
entering into this agreement, the TCSI Partners acknowledge, as individuals, that they:
1) do not have tax delinquency, meaning that they are not subject to any unpaid Federal tax
liability that has been assessed, for which all judicial and administrative remedies have
uee11 eJdiau~Leu ur have lapsed, and that is not being paid in a timely manne1 pursua11L lu an
agreement with the authority responsible for collecting the tax liability, and (2) have not
been convicted (or had an officer or agent acting on its behalf convicted) of a felony
criminal violation under any Federal Jaw within 24 months preceding the agreement, unless
a suspending and debarring official of the USDA has considered suspension or debarment
is not necessary to protect the interests of the Government. If the TCSI Partners fail to
comply with these provisions, the U.S. Forest Service will annul this agreement and may
recover any funds the affected parties have expended in violation of sections 433 and 434.
F. PARTICIPATION IN SIMILAR ACTIVITIES. This MOU in no way restricts any of the
TCSI Partners from participating in similar activities with other public or private
agencies, organizations, and indi victuals.
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G. ENDORSEMENT. Any of the TCSI Partners' contributions made under this MOU do
not by direct reference or implication convey U.S. Forest Service endorsement of the
TCSI Partners' products or activities.
H. NONBINDING AGREEMENT. This MOU creates no right, benefit, or trust
responsibility, substantive or procedural, enforceable by law or equity. The TCSI Partners
shall manage their respective resources and activities in a separate, coordinated, and
mutually beneficial manner to meet the purposes of this MOU. Nothing in this MOU
authorizes any of the TCSI Partners to obligate or transfer anything of value.
Specific, prospective projects or activities that involve the transfer of funds, services,
property, and/or anything of value to a party requires the execution of separate
agreements and are contingent upon numerous factors, including, as applicable, but not
limited to: agency availability of appropriated funds and other resources, cooperator
availability of funds and other resources, agency and cooperator administrative and legal
requirements (including agency authorization by statute), etc. This MOU neither
provides, nor meets these criteria. If the TCSI Partners elect to enter into an obligation
agreement that involves the transfer of funds, services, property, and/or anything of value
to a party, then the applicable criteria must be met. Additionally, under a prospective
agreement, each party operates under its own laws, regulations, and/or policies, and any
Forest Service obligation is subject to the availability of appropriated fund and other
resources. The negotiation, execution, and administration of these prospective agreements
must comply with all applicable law.
Nothing in this MOU is intended to alter, limit, or expand the agencies' statutory and
regulatory authority.
This MOU does not commit any TCSI Partner to a particular project and merely
establishes a framework for cooperation among entities with an interest in improving the
ecological health of the Tahoe-Central Sierra region; as such, this MOU alone does not
create any physical impacts on the environment and does not therefore trigger any of the
TCSI partners' obligations under either the National Environmental Policy Act or the
California Environmental Quality Act.
l.

USE OF U.S. FOREST SERVICE lNSlUNlA. ln order for any cooperator to use the
U.S. Forest Service insignia on any published media, such as a Web page, printed
publication, or audiovisual production, permission must be granted from the U.S. Forest
Service's Office of Communications. A written request must be submitted and approval
granted in writing by the Office of Communications (Washington Office) prior to use of
the insignia.

J. MEMBERS OF U.S. CONGRESS. Pursuant to 41U.S.C.22, no U.S. member of, or U.S.
delegate to, Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of this agreement, or benefits
that may arise therefrom, either directly or indirectly.

FS Agreement No. 17-MU-11052000-094

K. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT. Public access to MOU or agreement records must
be provided to the extent that the records are subject to disclosure pursuant to the Freedom
of Information Act, but such requirement shall not be interpreted to mean that any party to
this agreement must otherwise make any of its internal records open to the public.

L. TEXT MESSAGING WHILE DRIVING. In accordance with Executive Order (EO)
13513, "Federal Leadership on Reducing Text Messaging While Driving," any and all
text messaging by federal employees is banned: a) while driving a government owned
vehicle (GOV) or driving a privately owned vehicle (POV) while on official government
business; orb) using any electronic equipment supplied by the government when driving
any vehicle at any time. All cooperators, their employees, volunteers, and contractors are
encouraged to adopt and enforce policies that ban text messaging when driving company
owned, leased or rented vehicles, POVs, or GOVs when driving while on official
Government business or when performing any work for or on behalf of the Government.
M. PUBLIC NOTICES. It is the U.S. Forest Service's policy to inform the public as fully as
possible of its programs and activities. TCSI Partners are encouraged to give public
notice of the receipt of this agreement and, from time to time, to announce progress and
accomplishments. Press releases or other public notices should include a statement
substantially as follows:
"The Pacific Southwest Region of the U.S. Forest Service, Department of
Agriculture, .... "
Cooperators may call on the U.S. Forest Service's Office of Communication for advice
regarding public notices. Cooperators are requested to provide copies of notices or
announcements to the U.S. Forest Service Program Contact and to The U.S. Forest
Service's Office of Communications as far in advance of release as possible.
N. U.S. FOREST SERVICE ACKNOWLEDGED IN PUBLICATIONS, AUDIOVISUALS,
AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA. TCSI Partners shall acknowledge U.S. Forest Service
support in any publications, audiovisuals, and electronic media developed as a result of
this MOU.
0. NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT - PRINTED. ELECTRONIC. OR
AUDIOVISUAL MATERIAL. TCSI Partners shall include the following statement, in
full, in any printed, audiovisual material, or electronic media for public distribution
developed or printed with any Federal funding.

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department ofAgriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, age, or disability. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD).
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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If the material is too small to permit the full statement to be included, the material must,
at minimum, include the following statement, in print size no smaller than the text:

"This institution is an equal opportunity provider. "
P. TERMINATION. Any of the TCSI partners, in writing, may terminate this MOU in
whole, or in part, at any time before the date of expiration.
Q. DEPARTMENT AND SUSPENSION. TCSI Partners shall immediately inform the
U.S. Forest Service if they or any of their principals are presently excluded, debarred, or
suspended from entering into covered transactions with the federal government according
to the terms of 2 CFR Part 180. Additionally, should cooperators or any of their
principals receive a transmittal letter or other official Federal notice of debarment or
suspension, then they shall notify the U.S. Forest Service without undue delay. This
applies whether the exclusion, debarment, or suspension is voluntary or involuntary.
R. MODIFICATIONS. Modifications within the scope of this MOU must be made by
mutual consent of the TCSI Partners, by the issuance of a written modification signed and
dated by all properly authorized, signatory officials, prior to any changes being
performed. Requests for modification should be made, in writing, at least 30 days prior to
implementation of the requested change.

S. EXECUTION IN COUNTERPARTS: This MOU may be executed in counterparts, each
of which when so executed shall be deemed to be an original. Such counterparts shall,
together, constitute one instrument.
T. COMMENCEMENT/EXPIRATION DATE. This MOU is executed and is effective
through August 6, 2022, at which time it will expire unless it is extended or modified by
written agreement of all the TCSI Partners.
U. AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES. By signature below, each TCSI Partner certifies
that the individuals listed in this document as representatives of the individual TCSI
Partners are authorized to act in their respective areas for matters related to this MOU.
Signature pages tolJow.
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